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Born 1958 Melbourne, lives and works in Sydney, Australia 
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2009 BREENSPACE, Sydney 
2008 Sit pretty, Institute of Contemporary Art Newtown (I.C.A.N.), Sydney 
2006 One thing leads to another, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne 
2004 One thing leads to another, Boutwell Draper Gallery, Sydney 
2003 52 sidelong glances, Boutwell Draper Gallery, Sydney 
2001 52 sidelong glances, Contemporary Projects Space, Art Gallery of New South 

Wales, Sydney 
 The world as puzzle I, Boutwell Draper Gallery, Sydney 
 The world as puzzle II, Canberra Contemporary Art Space 
1999 Debra Phillips in Swelter, Royal Botanic Gardens Palm House, Sydney 
1997 Michael Wardell Gallery, Melbourne 
1995 Debra Phillips: Work 1992–1995, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
1994  Sillage, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne 
1993   Sillage, Artspace, Sydney 
1990  Colonization of Time, Artspace, Sydney 
1987  Balance of Obsolescence, First Draft Gallery, Sydney  

 Photographs: Debra Phillips (with Ingeborg Tyssen), Photospace Gallery, 
Canberra School of Art 

1981 Debra Phillips (with Ric Bolzan), Bondi Pavilion, Sydney 
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2008  Contemporary Australia: Optimism, Queensland Art Gallery / Gallery of 

Modern Art, Brisbane 
2007 Five x Five, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 

Perfect for every occasion: photography today, Heide Museum of Modern Art, 
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 Open Letter, Loose Projects, Sydney 
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Cook, Adam Art Gallery, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand 
2005 2005 National Photographic Purchase Award, Albury Regional Art Gallery 

Prometheus Visual Arts Award, Prometheus Gallery, Merrimac 
2005 Josephine Ulrick and Win Schubert Photography Award, Gold Coast 
City Art Gallery, Surfers Paradise 
The Citigroup Private Bank: Australian Photographic Portrait Prize, Art Gallery 
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2004 The Year in Art: a selection of contemporary works exhibited in Sydney 
Galleries throughout 2004, 
National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 

 COFA Fundraising Exhibition, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
Art & About: Sydney Life, Hyde Park North, Sydney 
Atelier: Australian Artists in Paris 1980–2000, Plimsoll Gallery, Tasmanian 
School of Art, Hobart 
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Galleries throughout 2003, 
National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
Placemark, COFA Exhibition/Performance Spaces, Sydney 

 The Democracy of Objects, Multiple Box, Sydney 
 The way things are, GRANTPIRRIE, Sydney 
 Picturing Paradise, Mori Gallery, Sydney 
2002 A Silver Lining and A New Beginning, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
 Paris Days: The UNSW studio in Paris, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
2001 Sufficient Density, Tin Sheds Gallery, Sydney 

Leica/CCP Documentary Photography Exhibition + Award, (Agnes T. Earl), 
Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne 
 A Studio in Paris: Australian Artists at the Cité, National Trust S H Ervin 
Gallery, Sydney  

 A Century of Collecting 1901-2001, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
 Death and Decoration, Launceston University Gallery, Glen Eira City Gallery, 
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2000 Death and Decoration, Plimsoll Gallery, University of Tasmania, Hobart 
1999 Four ways around a frame, Australian Centre for Photography, Sydney; Albury 

Regional Art Gallery 
1998 List Structure, Sherman Galleries, Sydney 

21st Birthday Show—Sydney College of the Arts Alumni Exhibition, Sydney 
College of the Arts 
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1997 Artists in the House!: Elizabeth Bay House Contemporary Art Installation 
Program, Elizabeth Bay House, Sydney 
sextet, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 

 Multiplication:  The multiple object in Art, Monash Gallery, Melbourne 
 International Multiples, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 
 Release – Recent Photo-Based Works, Michael Wardell Gallery, Melbourne 
1996 Photography Is Dead! Long Live Photography!, Museum of Contemporary Art, 

Sydney 
 Inheritance, Australian Centre for Photography, Sydney 
1995 Interlude, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
1994 A Hundred Years, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney 
 Great Gifts Great Patrons, Art Gallery of New South Wales  
1993  Australian Perspecta, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
 Virtu, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney  
 Works from the collection, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
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COMMISSIONS 
 
1998 City of Sydney Sculpture Walk—Viva Voce, Speaker's Corner, Domain 
1985 Polaroid 20" x 24" camera 
1984 CSR Photography Project 
1983 Parliament House Construction Authority 
 

ARTIST PUBLICATIONS 
 
Debra Phillips, Index (Sydney, 1995) 
Debra Phillips, Source (Sydney, 1999) 
 

COLLECTIONS 
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Maison Européenne de la Photographie, Paris 
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